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may be little better than a child's play, or the music may
be just discord and pandemonium, but it is nevertheless
a change* The distraction is a relief, for sometimes the
ingenuity of some performers is really quite creditable*
For example, a man once strung together the titles of the
season's plays and then made an interesting narrative out
of the whole list* Consequently, the purse strings will
be unloosened and the entertainers rewarded* Besides,
such patronage will encourage those needy persons to
keep away from lazy begging, and thus the community
will be rid of so many parasites*

Therefore, these side-shows live and thrive under the
very wings of the places of entertainment* Strangely
enough, these activities are not in the least interfered
with by the police* In fact, the police constable will
not hesitate to participate in the general laughter if the
antics are really funny* At first sight this may seem
inexplicable, but after all, the explanation is not far to
seek* So long as the performers keep themselves suffi-
ciently away from the queue, so as not to get into the way
of those who wish to join or leave the queue, there is no
necessity for the policeman to inter-meddle* And if you
do not desire to pay for the uninvited entertainment, no
one can compel you to do so* Of course, if any of the
performers pester you or use abusive language, they
become then a nuisance or wrong-doers* In which case
the police constable may be requested to stop the nuisance
and protect the public* Otherwise, it is a case again of
live and let live*

The atmosphere of an English theatre is, of course, very
unlike that of a Chinese theatre* In the Utter* everything